
KALONA, IOWA           CITY HALL 

 

January 22, 2025                                                        5:45 PM  

 

Work Session of the Kalona City Council with Mayor Robe presiding.  Motion was made by 

Spitzer, and seconded by J Spitzer, to approve the agenda, with all voting yes. 

 

Council members present: Bender, J Schmidt, G Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim.  

 

Discussion was held between the City Engineer Rick Teed and the City council on the following 

items: 

a) Update of Yoder Property- City Staff shared with the council on the Highway 1 access 

point and working on a turning lane north and south that would connect Highway 1 to the 

future Yoder Property Development. Based on project counts the DOT supports the 

option of a north and south turning lane for future east and west access. Washington 

County is also working on an engineering design for a bridge connection from Kreekside 

subdivision which should be done by the end of January for the council to review. The 

council directed staff to continue with connectivity and working with interested 

developers on this project.  

b) Update of Water System Improvements – Mr. Teed shared plans to extend connectivity 

from the north water plant to the south water plant, dig a new well, update the south 

water system, and add two new filters to the north water plant. The city staff shared that it 

is being looked at doing the updates in two phases, the first phase would start with the 

connectivity and south water system updates. The second phase would be to dig a new 

well and install two new filters. The total project cost would be $3,500,000.00. The city is 

looking to apply for a State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan to cover the project costs. The 

SRF loan must be supplemented by water rate revenue. The city staff is reviewing what 

the rate increase would need to be to cover the bond amount. The council directed staff to 

calculate the new rate increases and present them to the council at a future date.  

c) Update of Wastewater System Improvements – Mr. Teed shared that the SAGR system 

the city has been looking into to meet the upcoming new DNR requirements will be 

around $7,000,000.00. The city is looking to apply for a State Revolving Fund loan to 

cover the project costs. The SRF loan must be supplemented by sewer rate revenue. City 

staff is reviewing what the rate increase would need to be to cover the bond amount. The 

council directed staff to calculate the new rate increases and present them to the council 

at a future date. Due to the DNR requirements, this project must be completed by April 

2027. 

 

A motion was made by Spitzer and seconded by Bender to close the work session. With all 

voting yes the motion carried and the meeting was closed.   

 

 

 

_____________________________                                    __________________________ 

SARAH CHMELAR, City Clerk                                            MARK ROBE, Mayor 

 

 

KALONA, IOWA           CITY HALL 

 

January 22, 2025                                                        7:00 PM  

 

Regular meeting of the Kalona City Council with Mayor Robe presiding.  Motion was made by 

Spitzer, and seconded by Bender, to approve the agenda. 

  

Council members present: Bender, J Schmidt, G Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim.  

 

Motion was made by J Schmidt and seconded by G Schmidt approving the meeting's minutes on 

January 6, 2025. With all voting yes, the minutes were approved and published.  

 

On a motion by Beisheim and seconded by J Schmidt, the following bills were allowed with all 

voting yes. (See below list of bills) 

 

Alliant Energy, Monthly 431.25  

Amazon Services, Office Equipment 52.88  

Amazon Services, Library Board 250.79  

Best of Iowa, Meeting 27.00  
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Center Point Large Print, Library Board 49.14  

City of Iowa City, Landfill Charges 268.80  

City of Kalona, Library Board 11.73  

City of Kalona, General transfer to Water-ACH 15,990.26  

Cj's Oil, Fuel 1,868.14  

Delta Dental of Iowa, Vision 78.16  

Delta Dental of Iowa, Dental  693.24  

Eastern Iowa Light & Power, Street Lighting 32.25  

Electric Pump, Lift Station Alarm Service 1,176.25  

Electrical Distributor, Electrical Supplies 100.40  

Eocene Environmental Group, 10-Year Comp Plan  207.24  

Eocene Environmental Group, Grant Writing - Monthly 2,250.00  

French-Reneker-Associations, Engineering - Yoder Property Flood Info. 27,933.00  

Gambles Store, supplies 25.50  

Golden Delight Bakery, Meeting 30.00  

Hach Company, Water Testing Supplies 307.16  

Hawkins, Water Chemicals 1,119.18  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Payroll Taxes) 2,494.09  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Budget) 28,293.89  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Sewer (Budget) 6,453.78  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Payroll) 5,732.19  

Ingram Library Services, Library Board 1,084.19  

International Code Council, Building Code Annual Fee 170.00  

Iowa Park & Recreation Association, CEU Workshop - Jacoby/Redlinger 350.00  

Iowa Rural Association, Annual Water Conference - Jacoby 425.00  

Itech, Monthly 271.35  

Jackie Etheredge, Library Board 560.00  

John Deere Financial, Part 13.37  

Johnson County Refuse, Yard Waste Bin 551.78  

Kalona Auto Parts, Truck Maintenance 1,207.44  

Konica Minolta, Library Board 37.23  

Kuenster Heating & Air, Maintenance Services 2,343.72  

L.L. Pelling, Mill/Fill Projects 287,335.46  

Mark Robe, Meeting Milage 18.20  

Metering & Technologies, Water Meter Parts 230.48  

Midwest Frame &Axle, Snow Plow Deflector 361.00  

MSA Professional Services, Engineering - Vista Park Project 4,229.97  

Office Express, Library Board 576.51  

Pleasantview Home, LMI Committed 30,000.00  

Premier Pumping, Well Flushing 2,500.00  

Premistar, Water Tower Boiler/Install 20,268.97  

Principal Life Insurance, Life Insurance 372.45  

Southeast Iowa Insurance, Fire Protection 13,649.00  

Standard Pest Control, Monthly Pest Control 85.00  

State Hygienic Laboratory, Water/Sewer Lab Testing 264.00  

TASC, Monthly  27.48  

The Gazette, Library Board 364.00  

Tyler Technologies, Quarterly 29.90  

Van Wert Company, 1-Inch Meter 598.81  

Washington County Auditor, Law Enforcement -Jan/Mar 2025 74,142.00  

Wellmark Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Health Insurance 9,145.85  

Yotty's, Supplies/Tools 1,290.77  

Yotty's, Library Board 36.35  
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WITHDRAWALS:                                               DEPOSITS: 

Transfer funds             $ 42,705.92       Transfer Funds   $ 42,705.92 

General Fund 27,759.02       General Fund                           23,083.40  

Washington Co. Riverboat Fd 8,197.27       Garbage Fund 16,486.41 

Library Board Fund 2,954.62       Road Use Fund 31,249.65  

Garbage Fund 16,486.41       Storm Sewer Utility Fund 3,723.58           

Local Option Sales Tax Fund 3,447.51       Trust & Agency Fund 757.70  

Road Use Fund 6,040.14       Tax Increment Finance Fund 1,581.06  

Trust & Agency Fund 2,783.40             Debt Service Fund 376.24  

Water Fund 15,076.75       Water Fund  14,969.79                     

 Sewer Fund                             13,469.29             Sewer Fund                              26,224.69                       

                                                                                                            

Consideration of Selling Sharon Hill Cemetery Plots to the following:  

a) Edward and Linda Fisher 

b) Irene McDowell 

A motion was made by Bender and seconded by Spitzer, to approve. With all voting yes, the 

motion carried.                                                                                                              

 

Discussion of approving the 2025 Bridge Inspection Program Agreement with Calhoun-Burns 

Associates. This contract will cover inspections for the A Avenue, B Avenue, and C Avenue 

Bridges. A motion was made by Bender, and seconded by G Schmidt, to approve the contract. 

With all voting yes, the motion carried. 

 

Resolution No. 2025-C, a resolution updating all Kalona municipal cemetery charges. The 

following changes will be as follows:  

a) Plots: Each Plot in the Kalona Municipal Cemeteries will cost $400.00 

b) Columbarium: Each Space in the Kalona Columbarium will cost $400.00 

c) Grave Openings: Full Burial will be $450.00, Cremation/Columbarium will be 

$200.00, and a weekend grave opening will add $100.00 to the regular opening 

costs.  

These rates will be in effect as of February 1, 2025. A motion was made by Bender, and 

seconded by Beisheim, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the resolution. The council 

was then polled with Bender, J Schmidt, G Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim each voting yes. The 

motion carried.  

 

Consideration of the Iowa Alcoholic Beverage Division License for the following:  

a) Tipsy Travelers: 5-Day Special Class C Retail Alcohol License.  

A motion was made by Beisheim, and seconded by G Schmidt, with a 4-1 vote. The motion 

carried.  

 

Mary Audia with Washington County Economic Development Group was present to update  

the council on activities and developments within Washington County.       

  

The meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

_____________________________                                    __________________________ 

SARAH CHMELAR, City Clerk                                         MARK ROBE, Mayor 

 


