
KALONA, IOWA           CITY HALL 

 

August 5, 2024                                                                7:00 PM  

 

Regular meeting of the Kalona City Council with Mayor Robe presiding.  Motion was made by 

Spitzer, and seconded by J Schmidt, to approve the agenda. With all voting yes, the agenda was 

approved. 

  

Council members present: Bender, J Schmidt, G Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim.  

 

Motion was made by J Schmidt and seconded by G Schmidt approving the minutes of the 

meeting on July 15, 2024, with all voting yes, the minutes were approved and published.  

 

On a motion by Beisheim and seconded by Spitzer, the following bills were allowed with all 

voting yes. (See below list of bills) 

 

Access Systems, Monthly  93.58  

Acco, Pool Chemicals/Water Chemicals 1,594.33  

Aero Rental, Equipment 379.50  

Alliant Energy, Monthly 16,853.60  

Amazon Capital Services, Office Equipment/WCR-Library Teen Area 434.03  

Armore Equipment, Street Sweeper Parts 1,031.98  

Blake Hershberger Enterprises, Rock Hauling 525.00  

Chem-Sult, Water Chemicals 614.20  

Dakota Supply Group, Water Supplies 779.00  

Gambles Store, Supplies/Weed Trimer 954.44  

Garden & Associates, Engineering 3,828.00  

Helmuth Repair, Parts/Service 967.85  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Payroll Taxes) 3,317.14  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Budget) 6,953.42  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Sewer (Budget) 8,589.87  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Sewer (Payroll Taxes) 2,308.38  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Water (Payroll) 8,760.96  

Hills Bank Kalona, Payback General - Sewer (Payroll) 5,691.14  

HIM Hearth n Home, Meeting 294.00  

Iowa Department of Revenue, State Withholding 1,699.00  

Iowa Department of Revenue, Water Excise Tax 1,965.80  

Iowa Department of Revenue, Sewer Sales Tax 333.63  

Iowa One Call, Water/Sewer Locates 134.10  

Iowa Public Employee Retirement System, IPERS 7,148.47  

Itech, Monthly 271.35  

Jackie Etheredge, Office Cleaning 200.00  

Jeremy Brownfield, Refund  100.00  

John Deere Financial, Parts/Uniforms - Redlinger/Martens 722.82  

Johnson County Refuse, Garbage/Recycle Contract/Yard Waste Bin 16,621.78  

JW's Food, Supplies 160.73  

Kalona Coop Technology, Monthly  2,264.18  

Ken Beachy, Refund Water Rental Deposit 100.00  

Konica Minolta, Monthly  16.82  

Kuenster Heating & Air, Service/Repair 700.94  

Lynch Dallas, Attorney Fees 1,227.62  

Mark Robe, Meeting Milage 17.42  

Martin Equipment, Grapple Bucket 2,715.61  

Menards, Supplies/Tennis Court Lighting 1,657.08  

MSA Professional Services, Engineering - Vista Park 12,933.60  

Office Express, Office Supplies 164.95  

One Source, Background Checks  48.00  

Pool Tech, Pool Pump/Chemicals 769.43  

Principal Life Insurance, Life Insurance 315.55  

Printing and Marketing Service, 10 Year Com Plan 1,279.68  
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Redcore Software, Payroll Software License 590.00  

Reserve Account, Postage Fees 1,000.00  

RLS Enterprises, Park Cornhole Boards 1,583.33  

Sarah Grunewaldt, Bakery Grant Assistance  1,650.00  

Southeast Iowa Insurance, Insurance Coverage 2,128.00  

Standard Pest Control, Monthly  85.00  

Storey Kenworthy, General Account Checks 305.42  

Thrapp Electric, Campground Electrical/Shop Lights 405.00  

Washington County Mini Bus, 24-25 Mini Bus Commitment  5,000.00  

Wausau Tile, Park Trash Can Lids 372.52  

YMCA of Washington County, YMCA Agreement 4,500.00  

 

WITHDRAWALS:                                               DEPOSITS: 

Transfer funds             $ 35,620.91       Transfer Funds   $ 25,340.05 

General Fund 41,342.89       General Fund                             8,487.12  

Washington Co. Riverboat Fd 24.08       Library Board Fund 35,188.05  

Library Board Fund 2,912.46       Garbage Fund 220.00   

Garbage Fund 16,332.38        Local Option Sales Tax Fund 40,717.94           

Local Option Sales Tax Fund 1,569.08       Road Use Fund 29,925.24   

Road Use Fund 3,747.59       Water Fund 18,340.65  

Trust & Agency Fund    2,832.54          Sewer Fund 24,320.14  

Capitol Projects Fund 12,933.60                              

Water Fund 8,919.22                                            

Sewer Fund 8,923.50     

 

Public Forum:  

    1) Bob Yoder with the Washington County Board of Supervisors was present to share that the  

         Supervisors will be discussing a wind energy ordinance. He encouraged people to talk to  

         their State Representative if this issue is taken to the State level for decision.   

 

Caleb Wilson was present to share with the council how the first 100K Horseshoe Gravel Bike 

Race event went that was held in Kalona. Mr. Wilson thanked the Council, City Staff, Kalona 

Historical Staff, Washington County Engineering’s Office, and Washington County Sheriff’s 

Office for their help with the event. He stated it was a great turnout of racers and families. He 

would like to be able to plan another event like this in the future.  

 

Resolution No. 2024-X, a resolution establishing the temporary street closure of portions of  

4th Street from B Avenue to C Avenue for the Car Show. From 1:00 PM to 9:00 PM, August 17, 

2024, that section will be closed to motor vehicle traffic. A motion was made by G Schmidt, and 

seconded by J Schmidt, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the same. The council was 

then polled with Bender, J Schmidt, G Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim, each voting yes. The 

motion carried.  

 

Consideration of Hiring General Laborer was held by Council. Motion was made by Spitzer, and 

seconded by Bender to hire Nicholas Hull, starting August 12, 2024. The starting annual salary 

will be $42,000.00. With all voting yes, the motion carried. 

 

Consideration of amending the Chicken Permit Application, to allow 6 Chickens per application 

instead of 4 chickens. Motion was made by G Schmidt, and seconded by Spitzer, with all voting 

yes. The motion carried.  

 

Ordinance No. 2024-354, an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances by Adding  

“No Parking” :  

          a) H Avenue – South Side of Street East 444ft 

Motion was made by G Schmidt, and seconded by Bender, to approve the ordinance. The Mayor 

put the question on the motion and the roll being called the following named council members 

voted: Bender, J Schmidt, Greg Schmidt, Spitzer, and Beisheim, each voting yes. The motion 

carried.   

          Whereupon, the Mayor declared the ordinance had passed its first reading.  
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Discussion of cemetery columbarium for the Kalona Cemeteries was held by the council.  

City staff shared that they had talked to local funeral home personnel and monument companies 

regarding their experience with other cemetery columbariums. The council was presented with 

options for locations in the Sharon Hill Cemetery and the Nutmeg Cemetery. It was stated by the 

council that they preferred the northeast corner of Sharon Hill Cemetery for location. They 

would then gauge the construction and the use of the columbarium to determine if more should 

be constructed. Council directed staff to continue working on plans for the columbarium. 

 

Consideration to accept the Iowa Economic Development Authority Community Catalyst and 

Remediation Grant for $100,000.00 towards the renovation of the property at 209 5th Street 

which was previously the Kalona Bakery. Motion was made by Bender and seconded by 

Beisheim, authorizing the mayor to sign accepting the grant. With all voting yes, the motion 

carried. 

 

Consideration of Iowa Department of Transportation permit application for Alliant Energy 

regarding underground electrical along E Avenue. A motion was made by Spitzer and seconded 

by Beisheim to approve the permit. With all voting yes, the motion carried. 

 

Discussion of establishing a City of Kalona food pantry at 2285 133rd Street. Staff proposed to 

explore using city-owned space and creating a collaborative partnership with other local non-

profits. The council directed staff to continue forward with grant writing options, a preliminary 

budget, and a site plan.   

                                                                                                    

The meeting was adjourned.  

 

_____________________________                                    __________________________ 

SARAH CHMELAR, City Clerk                                         MARK ROBE, Mayor 


